Coast Guard, DOT

of operations, or equipment of a vessel,
from that specified in the current Cer-
tificate of Inspection.

(b) A request for an amended Certifi-
cate of Inspection must be made to the
cognizant OCMI by the owner or man-
aging operator of the vessel at any
time there is a change in the character
of a vessel or in its route, equipment,
ownership, operation, or other similar
factors specified in its current Certifi-
cate of Inspection.

(c) The OCMI may require an inspec-
tion prior to the issuance of an amend-
ed Certificate of Inspection.

Subpart B—Special Permits and
Certificates

§115.202 Permit to proceed.

(@) When a vessel is not in compli-
ance with its Certificate of Inspection
or fails to comply with a regulation of
this subchapter, the cognizant OCMI
may permit the vessel to proceed to an-
other port for repair if, in the judg-
ment of the OCMI, the trip can be com-
pleted safely, even if the Certificate of
Inspection of the vessel has expired or
is about to expire.

(b) Form CG-948, ““Permit to Proceed
to another Port for Repairs,” may be
issued by the cognizant OCMI to the
owner, managing operator, or the mas-
ter of the vessel stating the conditions
under which the vessel may proceed to
another port. The permit may be issued
only upon the written application of
the owner, managing operator, or mas-
ter, and after the vessel’s Certificate of
Inspection is turned over to the OCMI.

(c) A vessel may not carry passengers
when operating in accordance with a
permit to proceed, unless the cognizant
OCMI determines that it is safe to do
so.

§115.204 Permit to carry excursion
party.

(a) The cognizant OCMI may permit a
vessel to engage in a temporary excur-
sion operation with a greater number
of persons or on a more extended route,
or both, than permitted by its Certifi-
cate of Inspection when, in the opinion
of the OCMI, the operation can be un-
dertaken safely.

(b) Upon the written application of
the owner or managing operator of the

§115.306

vessel, the cognizant OCMI may issue a
Form CG-949, ““Permit to Carry Excur-
sion Party.” to indicate his or her per-
mission to carry an excursion party.
The OCMI will indicate on the permit
the conditions under which it is issued,
the number of persons the vessel may
carry, the crew required, any addi-
tional lifesaving or safety equipment
required, the route for which the per-
mit is granted, and the dates on which
the permit is valid.

(¢) The number of passengers nor-
mally permitted on an excursion vessel
is governed by §115.113 of this part.

(d) The OCMI will not normally
waive applicable minimum safety
standards when issuing an excursion
permit. In particular, a vessel that is
being issued an excursion permit will
normally be required to meet the mini-
mum stability, survival craft, life jack-
et, fire safety, and manning standards
applicable to a vessel in the service for
which the excursion permit is re-
quested

(e) The permit acts as a temporary,
limited duration supplement to the
vessel’s Certificate of Inspection and
must be carried with the Certificate of
Inspection. A vessel operating under a
permit to carry an excursion party
must be in full compliance with the
terms of its Certificate of Inspection as
supplemented by the permit.

(f) The OCMI may require an inspec-
tion prior to the issuance of a permit
to carry an excursion party.

Subpart C—Posting of Certificates,
Permits, and Stability Letters

§115.302 Certificates and permits.

The Certificate of Inspection and any
SOLAS Certificates must be posted
under glass or other suitable trans-
parent material, such that all pages
are visible, in a conspicuous place on
the vessel where observation by pas-
sengers is likely. If posting is imprac-
ticable, such as on open boats, the cer-
tificates must be kept on board in a
weathertight container readily avail-
able for use by the crew and for display
to passengers and others on request.

§115.306 Stability letter.

When, in accordance with §170.120 in
subchapter S of this chapter, a vessel
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must be provided with a stability let-
ter, the stability letter must be posted
under glass or other suitable trans-
parent material, such that all pages
are visible, at the operating station of
the vessel. If posting is impracticable,
the stability letter must be kept on
board in a weathertight container read-
ily available for use by the crew and
for display to passengers and others on
request.

§115.310 Certification expiration date
stickers.

(a) A Certification Expiration Date
Sticker indicates the date upon which
the vessel’s Certificate of Inspection
expires and is provided by the cog-
nizant OCMI in the number required,
upon issuance or renewal of the Certifi-
cate of Inspection.

(b) A vessel that is issued a Certifi-
cate of Inspection under the provisions
of this subchapter must not be oper-
ated without a valid Certification Ex-
piration Date Sticker affixed to the
vessel on a place that is:

(1) A glass or other smooth surface
from which the sticker may be re-
moved without damage to the vessel;

(2) Readily visible to each passenger
prior to boarding the vessel and to pa-
trolling Coast Guard law enforcement
personnel; and

(3) Acceptable to the Coast Guard
marine inspector.

(c) The Coast Guard marine inspector
may require the placement of more
than one sticker in order to insure
compliance with paragraph (b)(2) of
this section.

Subpart D—Inspection for
Certification

§115.400 General.

(a) An inspection is required before
the issuance of a Certificate of Inspec-
tion. Such an inspection for certifi-
cation is not made until after receipt
of the application for inspection re-
quired by §115.105 of this part.

(b) Upon receipt of a written applica-
tion for inspection, the cognizant OCMI
assigns a marine inspector to inspect
the vessel for compliance with this sub-
chapter at a time and place mutually
agreed upon by the OCMI and the
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owner, managing operator, or
resentative thereof.

(c) The owner, managing operator, or
a representative thereof shall be
present during the inspection.

rep-

§115.402
cation.

Initial inspection for certifi-

(a) Before construction or conversion
of a vessel intended for small passenger
vessel service, the owner of the vessel
shall submit plans, manuals, and cal-
culations indicating the proposed ar-
rangement, construction, and oper-
ations of the vessel, to the Marine
Safety Center for approval. The plans,
manuals, and calculations required to
be submitted and the disposition of
these plans are set forth in Part 116,
Subpart B of this subchapter.

(b) The initial inspection is con-
ducted to determine that the vessel
and its equipment comply with appli-
cable regulations and that the vessel
was built or converted in accordance
with approved plans, manuals, and cal-
culations. Additionally, during the in-
spection, the materials, workmanship,
and condition of all parts of the vessel
and its machinery and equipment may
be checked to determine if the vessel is
satisfactory in all respects for the serv-
ice intended.

(c) The owner or managing operator
of a vessel shall ensure that the vessel
complies with the laws and regulations
applicable to the vessel and that the
vessel is otherwise satisfactory for the
intended service. The initial inspection
may include an inspection of the fol-
lowing items:

(1) The arrangement, installation,
materials, and scantlings of the struc-
ture including the hull and super-
structure, yards, masts, spars, rigging,
sails, piping, main and auxiliary ma-
chinery, pressure vessels, steering ap-
paratus, electrical installations, fire
resistant construction materials, life-
saving appliances, fire detecting and
extinguishing equipment, pollution
prevention equipment, and all other
equipment;

(2) Arrangement and means of emer-
gency egress;

(3) Sanitary conditions and fire haz-
ards; and
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